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September 24, 2000

Mr. James Roberson, Jr.

Dear Mr. Roberson,

I am writing this letter as a friend of Mr. and Dr. Samir Chitrikar.  The Chitrikars are good friends of our family and we’ve had the opportunity over the last couple of years to spend much time together, including spending our vacation together last summer.  While I could relate in detail about the excellent reputation that Samir and Keller have in the local community, I’ll confine this letter to a few personal comments.

My wife and I have two children, our daughter is married and our son is 17.  As concerned parents, we have always been seeking out the best association for our children.  Thus, when we first met the Chitrikar family, we were very excited to find a family that worked together, shared many of the same values as we did and were involved in their children’s lives.  Since we have many common interests, it has been very easy to do things together as families.  Since both Samir and Eli play basketball very well, my son and I, along with other mutual friends, have played basketball at the Chitrikar’s home, in local gyms and at an exercise club where the Chitrikar family has a membership, on many, many occasions.  For a period of several weeks last summer, we met every week at the Chitrikar’s home for a weekly ball game.  During this time, I’ve been impressed with the excellent standard that the Chitrikar’s have set.  Whether it was playing ball, socializing afterward, or in any other circumstance, Samir and Keller have always been consistent in handling issues that came up, moving to resolve any problems and looking for a good and fair solution for everyone involved.  This standard, added to their outstanding hospitality and loyalty as friends, has really helped deepen out relationship as families.

Eli has always been a full participant in the activities we’ve been involved in.  In fact, it was often Eli that would bake cookies, or make dessert for us to enjoy after the ball game.  He can best be described as simply an integral part of the family, working together, playing together, laughing together, eating together, and so on.  Eli and I have had several occasions to talk personally together and I have always found him to be extremely courteous and involved in the conversation.  Since I have a 17-year old son, I’m well aware of the challenges that youths face today, and I know that Eli has had his fair share.  To his and his family’s credit, I have seen problem’s arise, problems addressed and resolved, and the family continuing to work together.  In this day and age, that is no small task and I appreciate the effort of all involved to accomplish that.

I’m providing this letter as a very brief summary of our family’s relationship with the Chitrikars.  In looking at Eli’s welfare, I am of the strongest opinion that he will achieve his best and rise to the caliber of person that he is, by continuing to work alongside his father and mother in the nurturing atmosphere that they provide.  I have no doubt that Eli will continue to thrive alongside his family.  He is not a rebellious son but rather an intelligent and sensitive individual who is being influenced by those who are not looking out for his best long-term interests.  Samir and Keller understand their son and do know what is in his best interest.  Any course of action other than having Eli at home with is parents is, at best, a guess with unknown outcome.

If I can be of any further assistance, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  I can be reached at (203) 486-2571.







Sincerely,

/s/ C. Washington Cottle

CWC:jb

� Some names have been changed.





